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The Center

The world has been trying to cash
in on Christmas since October of this
year. To them it is all about making
the 6buck?qd.

To those of us who understand
the real meaning of what Christmas
represents, it is far more thal
madneyrand fighting the shoppers ap
the day draws near.

come and go.
real meaning
Christmas, as | se€
it, is love, sacrifice
and grace. Yo
know the story. Hd
came, He grew, Hé®
died for you and me
with  no small
amount of persecu
tion. He was disre
spected, rebuffed,
ignored, spit on, and ridiculed.

That is no way to treat a king let
alone the King of Kings and Creatar
God. It is no different today. The
times and people are different, bu
still He is not recognized as the Say-
ior of the world by so many. They
have lost their perspective.

Although God came to earth as g
baby, He grew up to become a man,
and NOW He is back in Heaven sjt-
ting at the right hand of God th
Father. No longer that small infant,
but a lawyer who makes interces-
sion for us before the Father whe

the enemy tries to bring accusation
against us.

Smile, because He is who He |s
and loves you, just as you are. Hjs
grace is sufficient to cover your
weaknesses. You
perfect to be His favorite.

Enjoy Christmag a
the world to push you into their idea
of what this season represents. Wg

°4

dondt i ve i n tihe
; g world.  Jesus wil
supply all your

needs above and
beyond what yol
can even imag
ine.

There is no
place for depres:
sion with Him. I
there is no extra
money for gifts,
dondt s p
Use creativity (part of your inher|
tance from the Father), and makg
presents that will be a blessing fo
those who are recipients of them.

Love is the best gift of all; how-
ever, and He showed us the most
wonderful way to express it. Give of
yourself: give love, compassion, umn-
derstanding, your time, and grace tp
those around you. Be a God chaser
and a love giver. That is worth mone
than anything you can purchase.
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~ Enjoy Christmagvery day ~
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An Original Christmas Carol

One evening, a few Christmases ago, while sitting
at the piano playing and worshiping, | was impressed at
how similar many of the old Christmas carols are to our
songs of worship and praise; for they are, after all,
songs of adoration and joy, hope and redemption. As |
began to compare the carols of old - like 'O Come All
Ye Faithful' and 'Hark! The Herald Angels Sing' - with
newer Christmas songs of the recent past, | couldn't
help but notice how the real Spirit of Christmas seemed
to be lacking or missing in them. Now, don't get me
wrong here, | love the songs about snow and jingle
bells and trees and all the wonderful things that go
along with the blessed season; but, surely, | thought,
there must be some recent Christmas carols which
retain and proclaim the true Spirit of the season.

As | continued to play (or tried to play :-) different
carols which came to mind, | began a carol called
'Some Children See Him', a beautiful song about how
different children of the world might reflect on the infant
Jesus. | suddenly realized that | knew nothing about
the author or the history of that song. So, after bit of
‘googling’, | came upon the story of Alfred S. Burt and
his music. It is a wonderful story of how a family began
a musical tradition which has gifted us with a rich leg-
acy of beautiful Christmas carols in the true Spirit of the
older hymns along with some joyful, contemporary
melodies thrown in for good measure.

Alfred S. Burt, the son of an Episcopal minister,
composed fifteen now famous Christmas Carols be-
tween 1942 and 1954. The tradition began with his
father, the reverend Bates Gilbert Burt, who, in 1922,
wrote words of faith and music of the season and sent
them to friends and family as a Christmas card that
year. He did this every year until 1942 when his son,
Alfred, a gifted young jazz musician, began to carry on
the family tradition. Since his early death in 1954 at the
age of 33, the carols of Alfred S. Burt have continued to
reach a wider and more appreciative audience. | have
only summarized the story here but if you want to read
more about it go to: www.alfredburtcarols.com/ | read
his story, and | bought the album 'This Is Christmas":
The complete collection of the Alfred S. Burt carols by
The Voices of Jimmy Joyce (acappella choral voices;
you can't go wrong with this one).

This story so inspired me that | decided that | would
like to try to emulate it (in my own smaller sort of way).
So, as a personal tradition, each Christmas | have been
trying to write a Christmas carol myself. | haven't al-
ways been successful. A couple years went by be-
tween the first one and the second one. The first one
came with simple music and a calypso
beat...hmmm...kind of unusual for a Christmas carol.

For the next couple years,

the music came quickly
and completely....but with
no words. (I'm still hoping
to finish these eventually.)
Then, this year, when | sat
down at the keyboard, to
my surprise, the words came spilling out. It usually doesn't
happen to me like that. | usually get the music first; but this
time, the words came first. . . and then, the music came,
too! Although | can't play the music for you right now, I'd
like to share the words of this new carol with you for this
blessed Christmas season in honor and praise to our God
and our Savior Jesus Christ!

A merry Christmas to everyone. . . . oh. . . .and thank
you, Alfred.

In the stillness of the night
As the world lay sleeping
Comes a shining, radiant light
Streaming from above
Wondrous news the heralds claim

On this night a Savior

Shall be born in Bethlehem

Lying in a manger

Christ is born this day

Through the night a blazing star
Brighter than the morning
Testifies with holy light
To the newborn King
As the shepherds long ago
We now come rejoicing
Celebrate the Prince of Peace
On this Christmas morning
Christ is born today

To this dark and fallen world
Pure Love came redeeming
By His everlasting grace
We're forever free
Joyful tidings now we sing
With our grateful praises
Glorify the King of Kings
Christ was born to save us
On this day He gave us
Life forevermore

© 2009 R.M.Clarke / HisCity Music
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Easy Rocky Road Candy Praise Report

From the kitchen of Nancy Sorre E-mailed to Fay Dozier from her brother, Ld

c

This is a mouth watering recipe fg
rocky road candy and it is so eag
to put together. It takes 10 min
utes from start to finish and is a
great candy for the Christmas sead
son.

Lou wrote the following:

ol do have to admit that | @ve
my life as | was Sunday evening when | asked Kathy to

take me to the hospital. | just kept thinking that she
and | havenot had nearl|ly thhe t

Line a 96 X 3 pl
wrap, and set aside. meant to have, and evidently the good Lord thought so
as well. If there was only a way for me to express hpw
2 cups chopped walnuts much your prayers were appPeci
1 (23 ounce) package of chocolate chips nitely been praying thanks to God for pointing my doc-
2 tablespoons butter tor in the right direction.

1 (10 ounce) bag of large marshmallows
1 can sweetened condensed milk, heated (not boiled) My doctor and the cardiologist had pretty much de-

cided to send me home Monday night, but according to
my doctor, something just kept nagging at him that

Mix nuts and marshmallows together in a large boyw
and set aside.

. . somet hing wasnodét right; an tF
Heat condensed milk in microwave, add butter. Stir |n . . - |
chocolate chips until melted. Pour over marshmallogs | €NZyme test one more time. The cardiologist kept tell-
and nuts. Stir quickly as the chocolate cools rapidly. ing other doctors about how the symptoms | came |in
Spread the warm mixture in the prepared pan. CHill |with were NO indication of a heart attack. Tests came
before cutting into squares. back clear until my doctor had the second enzyme test

Wasnd6t that simple and yumrun, and found this other artery so completely blocked
more than he had ever seen in any one artery or

eared,out early 40 years of practice. He was
Jclfjs?'rm%a lp E?e'n n had them keep the blockage

7

which he showed to me. 6

l_l

i The Centerds :
| If there are any corrections that need tb
'be made to your information in the
' Church Directory, or if you would like to
‘have your name, address, and phone
number added, please give this informa-
' tion to Lisa Collins who is making any and
1all changes. Her phone number is 580 _ _
3463, or drop the information off at Har: Thanks for praying for him Church.

rmony House. i

Prayer directed the doctor to pursue additional testing
which was instrumental in saving Lou from another

heart attack.

Mends B FrRebrlafy8,s t COOKIE EXCHANGE AND LUNCHEO‘J

This is the ff 0!\3‘ v:?
eneedto geto
fast of 2010. The breakfas c ookl es baked

that is a fact. Luncheon on December 12th i

/ : Dondt miss qUhe FRIBWsHipHAI at ¥1 a.m.
Man . Bmkfast great food and fellowship.

Know a fellow that is in , . . . .
need of great male fri el qForparficulargregarding this,fun, ladieg fynction
connect? Invite him to enjoy the men, laugh, talk aboft | call Fay Dozier (86&6342) or Linda Jones.(39%1
guy oOstuffé and eat. S I12195§. at 9 a. m.
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Adamdés House Residents and]|t]l
submitted by Frank and Mary Condon
The pumpkin patch trip was like a fourth |cago so | teased him that his driving rivaled my
grade science/fair outing in the sense that every  old Now York City taxi driving days.
one seemed to go with anticipation for a great Everyone, who wanted to, got out in the
MUD and picked the best pumpkins. Lots of
smiles on their faces. Then we went SHOP-
PI NG. Whoever said Athey
was thinking of
us. We did
manage to pick
up goodies,
small  choco-
lates that
touched more
than their stom-
achs and some
N pies for them to
.' =% | have later at Adamés Hous
1 Qs /7 =i R S S
day. All the residents love our church van. Itis
like a Cadillac in the way it drives and the way it
feels. Something about our church giving to
them just lights them up. Mary and Fay Dozier
were the happy servers as | tried to stay be-
A few weeks after the trip, we got a call from
Kar en, who is the evepts
House. The workers and residents wanted to
each give some funds to make a food basket to
(O i e Y someone attending South Umpqua Christian
M LA Center who would need it .
tween the lines on the road. We had beautiful The next trip is scheduled for December|
sunny weatherd nice and brisk letting you know 11t h. ~The church bus Wil
that you are outdoors. The pumpkin wagon at 6 p.m. to go to 'the Christmas Light Show at
was awaiting us as we arrived. They loaded us  Roseburg Twin Rivers Park. If you know of
and made certain that we all had places on the Someone who would like to go, call Frank or
hay bales. The driver was brought up in Chi- Mary at874-2762.




