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Wasted Worship?

Steve Clarke, Senior Pastor

This was a message that | shared with our
fellowship last Sunday. It deals with the rich
treasures that we have stored up within us be-
cause of Christ, that when opened release the
sweet aroma of Godébés |

Let us learn to anoint our friends before-
hand. Post -mortem kindness does not
cheer the burdened spirit. (Anonymous)

While in Bethany in the house of Simon the
leper, as Jesus reclined, a woman came with
an alabaster vial of pure, costly ointment of
spikenard. And she broke the vial and poured it
on His head. And some were indignant and
said to themselves, f

The Cé
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waste of the ointment made? For it
might have been sold for more
than three hundred denarii, and be

given to the poo
incensed with her. And Jesus said,
iLet her alone! ,

her? She has done a good work #
towards Me. For you have the poor
with you always, and whenever
you desire you may do them good.
But you do not have Me always. She has done
what she could. She has come beforehand to
anoint My body for the burying. Truly | say to
you, wherever this gospel shall be proclaimed
in all the world, this also that she has done will
be spoken of for a menr
(Mark 14:3-9 MKJV)
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One personos
looked upon as wastefulness. Another may
view the same act as generosity. Selah.
[Pause and think about that.] The difference of
opinion lies within the motivations of the heart.
We are instructed in Scripture to NOT pass
censuring judgments upon the actions of other
believers.

What right do you have to criticize someone
else's servants? Only their Lord can decide if
they are doing right, and the Lord will make
sure that they do right. Some of the Lord's fol-
lowers think one day is more important than
another. Others think all days are the same.
But each of you should make up your own
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mind. Any followers who count one day more impor-
tant than another day do it to honor their Lord. And
any followers who eat meat give thanks to God, just
like the ones who don't eat meat. Whether we live or
die, it must be for God, rather than for ourselves.
(Romans 14:4-7 CEV)

This woman who is memorialized in this story is an
example of someone who extravagantly lavished her
gratitude upon the Lord for what He had done for her,
and yet was misunderstood and judged harshly for her
generous act of worship. The precious contents of the
alabaster box, costing 300 denarii [A denarii was a
dayds wages for the aver
equivalent today of a bottle of expensive perfume sell-
ing for over $20,000 per bottle. Her detractors were
incensed by the apparent
blinded by the fact that her anointing of the Lord was
being directed by the Hol
l ove of God i(Romamau 5:5
KJV) for the soon approaching death, bur-
ial, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ.

This prophetic act of anointed worship
(because those going to the tomb on the
morning of the resur
Jesusb body because
Risen!) holds some secrets for believers
today who are learning to release extrava-
gant prophetic worship as we minister TO
the Lord.
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Is the worship | offer the Lord pleasing to Him or
me?

Am | overcoming
possible, yet expecting
as possible?o

Am | keeping the alabaster box of my love sealed
up, until my friends are gone or do I fill their lives
with sweetness . . . NOW?

Do | speak approving, cheering words into the
ears of others NOW, while their hearts can be
thrilled and made happier by them or will | miss
those prophetic moments and speak those kind
things after they are gone?
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Those flowers you meant to send, emails you in-
tended to write, phone calls you wished you would
have made, prayers burdens you carry . . . . Open
those alabaster boxes NOW and sweeten the lives of
those you love.

But I thank God, who always leads us in victory
because of Christ. Wherever we go, God uses us to
make clear what it means to know Christ. It's like a
fragrance that fills the air. (2Corinthians 2:14 GW)
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Rejoice, for the
battle is |
the victory is ours,
and the glory is His

THE

Praying with Purpose

In the Psalms, Davic
talked about remembering
what God has done for us.
We are not to look back at
things that we regret and le
them have a hold on us, nor
are we to allow good things
to have a hold on us. Both
good and bad memories can
hold us to the point where
we donét mo v e
what God has for us today.
As we examine the events
of the past year, it is possi-
ble tolse® hod ®od has been
there leading all of us
through the year in many
ways. There have been
trials, sufferings, rejoicings
and victories. There are
times when what we see in
the natural appears to be
defeat - when in the spirit, it
is actually a victory that we
are not able to understand
It is important to remembe
that no matter what occurs
we need to keep our eyes on
the Lord and not on the
circumstances. God is never
taken by surprise.

The Bible is very clear, in
that, when one suffers, we
all suffer; when one rejoices,

all rejoice. Many across th
Body of Christ are sufferin
in one way or another. Th
Lord consistently speaks t
us about His love for us an
His acceptance of us. H
wants us to know who w
are in Him and who He is i
us; thus, He gives us our
identity. We live in a falle
world where miracles, heal-
ings, signs and wonders ar
needed. God wants to brin
healing, and it is so mucl
more than just physical heal
ing. . . it entails our entir
being. Wh e n
an immediate healing,
may be confusing, causin
discouragement; we ca
choose to become bitter o
better. As we embark on th
days ahead in prayer fo
those who need healing, it i
essential to remember thal
Godds plan i
timing is absolutely accu
rate.

It is okay to ask Go
questions, to feel emotional
Just open the door for Go
to help you process thes
i ssues. The
wants to have intellectua

formulas
in order
to o6fix®d
wants us to trust Him. If we
become angry with the Lor
when i ssues

as we think they should, ask
your sel f,
When this occurs, do you
believe that you have a fault
belief system? God is perfect
and doesndt
wrong, but our perceptions in
that case are wrong. What-
ever the cause, allow God to
deliver you from that thinking
and keep your line of commu-
nication with Him open
When praying for others,
begin by praying that the
Holy Spirit lead you in your
prayers. Don
of emotions but dig deeper in
the Spirit for faith from God.

Above all, remember that
none of us are in any battld
S

t hin

alone. Rejoice, for the battle
is the Lord?o
ours, and the glory is His.

Submitted by Linda Taylor,
Elder.

Tax free contributions can be sent to:
Joint Participation Ministries
23225 SE Franquette
Amity, OR 97101

ronMillay@aol.com

We have recently been
asked to take two boys from
Mozambique whose mothe
is a nurse. She is working i
an orphanage in Nsanji. Th
boys need help to have
good home and go to a goo
high school. This will meal
that Regina has to find a
bigger house. Please be i
prayer that she will find a
good one. Our landlord for
five years has not completed
the fence he promised and
the kids need more protec+
tion as well as more room.
We are still praying about
going to Malawi in Septem
ber. Please join us in praye
as we seek
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Yona has one more yedr
in high school and mus
decide if he will return to
work the land that is now hig
and Moses?®.
growing and they have plans
to dredge the Zambezi and
the Shire Rivers so that they
can bring in supplies througl
that port again. The road i$
almost paved all the way tq
the border south. For those
who know, they are going
around the big hill into Blan
tyre and make a faster and
safer way to get from the
south to Blantyre. Ou
friends from Kent, Washing-
ton (Bob and Sheri) just
corepieigd sheiny fay | carg
center and are feeding and

giving medical treatment tg
over 500. Will and Panj
have over 45 babies. The
government is doing well
and better care and supplieg
are being received by the
villagers.

We are wondering if we
should sell our land or begi
a project there. This is a
hard time financially fo

everything that we need|
you all for your care for the

children. What a difference
you have made in their lives

Love and blessings, Joan

sionaries to Malawi, Africj

everyone, but our God has

Please pray with us. Thank

(Ron and Joan Millay are mig-
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Feeding the Hungry - Food Bank

Submitted by Linda Jones

We have a really grea
start on our Food Bank
Thank you for your generou
giving. | have been blesse
to be given the job of over
seeing this ministry, and

Callie Scott has volunteered

to assist me in this vital
project. Not only will we be
able to help those in our own
congregation when need
arise; but, we will also be
able to reach outside the
walls of the church into the
community to share food
and Godds 1| o
well. So, please continue t
give. When you are doin
your own grocery shopping
select items for the food
bank choosing items that
are likely to be desirable to
others.

The following items are
suggestions that you migh
consider but are in no way
the only items that you can
contribute.

Canned Goods:

Beans, vegetables, spaghet
sauce, potatoes, olives
tuna, chicken, spam, broth
(beef and chicken), soups
and stews, chili, chili mac, 3
bean salad, hash, tomato
sauce,
fried beans, catsup,

tard, mayonnaise, peanu

tomatoes, fruit, re-
mus-
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butter, jams, juices, mush
rooms, etc.

Meal Mixes:

Hamburger helper, tung
helper, flavored rice mixes
macaroni and cheese, etc.

Staples:

Flour, sugar, baking powde
powdered milk, coffee
pasta, rice, dried beans
soup mixes, barley, pancak
mix, bread mixes, dry cerea
hot cereal, crackers, Jel,
drink mixes, tea, cake mixes
brownie mixes, pudding
mixes, etc.
Frozen Foods:
Meats, Vegetables, Fruit, etq
Perishables:
Fresh milk, eggs, butter
fresh produce (veggies an
fruits), cheeses, etc.
Nonfood items:

Toilet tissue, paper towels

household cleaning prodt

ucts, dish soap, hand soap
garbage bags, laundry soag
toothpaste, shampoo and
conditioner, deodorant,
bleach, feminine hygieng
products, etc.

If you have a need, do na
hesitate to take advantage
of this resource, Participa

1%

—

tion in the program will be kep
absolutely confidential.

Contact either myself o
Callie. Information needed wi

be the name(s) and contact

information for the family re-
quiring groceries. We will the
prepare a box for that family
and make certain that they
receive it.

Once again thank you for a
that you have already contrib

uted and all that you will con-

tinue to provide for this needed
program.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Linda Jones
Lindajones97457@yahoo.com
Or telephone: 541391-2195

Callie Scott
scottgirl81@yahoo.com
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MENGS BREA

Saturday, June 5th
9:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

Great Food and Awe-
some Fellowship.

This is a wonderful
opportunity for you to
invite a friend, neighbor,
or co-worker.

KF

The sand perfects the pearl.
The thorn protects the rose.
The caterpillar becomes the beautiful butterfly.
The Savior saw what we cannot see.
As we leave the past behind,
As we join hands uplifted to Him in harmony,

His heart we will see.

His truth reveals the secrets,

Too much for us to bear.

And, in that truth does the light shine forth;
Bringing love, laughter and joyful melody.
Only in His love do we become as one.




Goodfell ads D ut

Finally! An ltalian restaurant to brag about. For years, people have moanec
about not having an Italian restaurant in this area that would serve delicious foods.
Several attempts have been made in Roseburg, but to actually have the very bes
dinner club in Myrtle Creek . . well, God has been looking down on us with favor
And, as the Goodfellads sign in the 'S
MYRTLE CREEK. Amen to that.

Goodtella’s
R cays

Tim Cobb and Mike Newell developed a plan to remodel this location into a
19406s I talian Dinner Club that hol dsgs in th
products, theme, and the proper amount of RESPECT a guest should receive. T
ambiance is right out of the Sopranod Wher

the door of the dinner club, you will be very warmly received with generous smiles
from the hostess and owners. o
Both men prayed and worked to create an environment that felt a lot more like Cl b
home than aejinxﬁler club and have succeeded in that endeavor. They have indi Dlnner u
cated that it is their honor to serve the Lord as best they can everyday.
Timds calling is to create fine haom al Iy
training in Italy. In addition, he desires to minister to those in prison.
Mike is younger and works toward a criminal justice degree, working in law en
forcement one day iif the Lord tarriles-: SO0, ToOr rrgnt now, Mike
this 6jointd.

The menu itself is an Italian work of art using ltalian catch phrases, and it/ is
delightful to read. Goodfellads is located at:
Now, |l etdés talk about the cuisine. We HB3%WerthpwtieRagthal |y t ajst ed
trees that Mike and Tim have created. Very delicious. That is an affirmation from Myrtle Creek OR

an ltalian family of the tastiness of their food selections. The portions are ample
and no matter what is ordered, the flavors are authentic Italian in the grandest
sense of the word. It is a blessing to not only frequent this incredibly wonderfu Hours:

restaurant, but also to know and love both Tim and Mike. These men have come Wednesday through Sunday
out of hard backgrounds, but have surrendered their lives to the Lord and allowed
Him to change them in such a way that God is honored. | love miracles and such )
awesome testimonies of Goddés goodness and redelWpefi4gm 09pm

In addition, we are also blessed to have them in our church body at South Um-

Lunch: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

pqua Christian Center. Please do your part to support Tim and Mike and this won- For reservations:541-863-7386
derful restaurant, thus affirming their choice in moving to Myrtle Creek. Or just drop by.
Buon appetito! Submitted by Donna Clarke

Church Bar-b-que June 6, 2010

Look like fun? You betcha!
Our first barb-que of the year will begin immediately afte
church services on Sunday, June 6, 2010.

Becausethe church will be furnishing all the tableware, bu
gers, hot dogs, buns, lemonade and iced teawe ask that yol
complete this outdoor feast by bringing salads and/or deserts.
With all the excellent cooks in this church body, it promises [to

be a very delicious meal.
For additional information, please contact Fay Dozier at:
541-860-5342
Or by email: bdoz@hotmail.com.
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For insertions in the newsletter, contact: South Umpgqua Christian Center
. . . Donna Clarke, Editor 956 Division Street
We bSlte H |SC|ty OI’ 541-863-6525 Myrtle Creek, OR 97457

dmclarke2u@gmail.com Telephone: 541-863-6772




